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Queen of All Saints Basilica

From the Pastor

pastoral staff. They have been telling me about all
that goes on here at Queens. To say the leastitis a

: R . very active z}\nd busy parish, active and busy about
Since | 6ve come ial Qube.d.n oh If .a|rF]tsI d of
oftwo weeksagd | 6ve met many pe UIp |pgeupt © Qe Chnist.” I'have earmnedo
tRe strength of the parlsth school and religious

have gone out of their way to come over and
introduce themselves. They have been very warm
and wel coming. One of t
about most of them is that they almost immediately
tell me how long they have been members of the
parish. Some say twenfive years; some say forty
years; some even say more than that. One couple
told me they had lived in Queens since before | was
born. The very fact that they want me to know how
many years they have lived in the parish tells me a
great deal about both them and about the parish.

First about them. It seems many of the
people of Queen of All Saints Parish have sunk
their family roots very deeply in this community
and in this parish. They are fiercely loyal to both
the area of the Chicago in which they have chosen
to live and the parish in which they have chosen to
worship and raise their
me how many grandparents in the parish have
grandchildren in the school or in the religious
education program. There are lots of sons and
daughters of the Aol d ti
decided to make their homes and raise their
children in the same neighborhood and parish in
which they were raised. This is not always the
case. Many neighborhoods and parishes have a
high rate of transience. Not Queens. People move
here and they stay. That kind of stability makes for
a very solid community and creates the possibility
for a profound sense of belonging to be
experienced by a large number of people. It also
means that a community of faith can develop that is
characterized by mutual trust, interdependence and
commitment. And it seems to me, as one who is
still very new to the community, that the trust,
interdependence and commitment have for many
years formed the foundation of a truly vibrant and
vital parish.

Second about the parish. | am just
beginning to learn about all the amazing aspects of
Queen of All Saints Parish. First of all, | have been
meeting and interviewing the members of the

education programs. | have witnessed and
articipated.in the high guality liturgical life of the
%ar?sh. ﬁ E‘a\'/erbgeﬁ brigfeod \(/)nethe%mgnty }niﬁisefri%s
of the parish that consciously reach out in service
of others. These are signs of a truly wadkerated
and weltdirected parish. For organizational
purposes, a parish is ordinarily divided into four
major ministerial components: the Ministry of the
Word, the Ministry of Worship, the Ministry of
Service and the Ministry of Administration. From
what | can see, all aspects are operating at a very
high | evel of quality
thanks to the sound leadership that has been
provided by the pastoral staff and the generous
cooperation of literally hundreds of volunteers. |
am deeply grateful for all the efforts that have been
made over many years to achieve this level of
éxdeliehcd in gafishlife. 1 t 6s remar kab

One thought, however, has occurred to me
over and over since | came to the Basilica as pastor:
nmle rEQn .Q/vehro 't fh etmhsee | RE%P Ihea v
appreciate what "they
like this in every parish. This realization came
home to me clearly last Sunday in the quiet of the
ten or so minutes before each of the Masses and in
the few minutes after the conclusion of each of the
Masses. Our distinguished music director, Dr. Ken
Sotak, played a series of simply blissful little
preludes to elevate the hearts and minds of all who
came early enough to hear them and a rousing Bach
postlude for those who stayed in church for a few
mi nutes after the Masses
this parish know well and greatly appreciate what
they have here. Dr. Sotak is just one good
example. But, as someone coming in from the
outside, | canodot helop

My message, | guess, is to come early and
stay latél not just for Mass, but for all the
wonderful opportunities here. Queens has so much
to offer. God bless you.
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